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Under Ginger’s leadership, the Victor Valley 

College Foundation was transformed into a re-
gional powerhouse. Her expertise resulted in 
the foundation raising over $27 million since 
2012. In addition, her tireless efforts led to the 
securing of $15 million in California Career 
Pathways funding. 

Ginger was also instrumental in profes-
sionalizing the foundation staff. She recruited 
seven development professionals, imple-
mented an award-winning public relations 
campaign, and produced a quarterly magazine 
to connect the community with the college. 

Ginger may be leaving the Victor Valley Col-
lege Foundation, but her legacy will undoubt-
edly live on. She truly made a difference in 
her community, but most importantly she im-
proved the educational opportunities for stu-
dents at the college. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,190,059,553,782.20. We’ve 
added $8,563,182,504,869.12 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BIG BROTHERS, 
BIG SISTERS OF THE OZARKS ON 
RECEIVING THE BIG BROTHERS, 
BIG SISTERS OF AMERICA GOLD 
STANDARD AWARD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Big Brothers, Big Sisters of the 
Ozarks on recently being selected as a Gold 
Standard Award recipient by the Big Brothers, 
Big Sisters of America. 

Each year, Big Brothers, Big Sisters of 
America selects 16 local chapters out of more 
than 300 to receive the Gold Standard Award, 
which is bestowed in recognition of their hav-
ing contributed extraordinary improvements to 
their communities. 

Springfield based Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
of the Ozarks has earned the award for the 
first time since the chapter’s inception 33 
years ago. This year, they recruited more than 
250 new men and women, resulting in an es-
calated number of matches between mentors 
and their mentees. To build on their success, 
the organization aims to recruit an additional 
130 members this year, which would expand 
their reach to more than 600 at-risk youths. 

Mr. Speaker, Big Brothers, Big Sisters of the 
Ozarks provides a virtually immeasurable 
value to my constituents in Missouri’s Seventh 
Congressional District. By giving children in 
our community stable role-models to look up 

to, they’ve pivotally redirected young lives to-
ward drastically brighter futures. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters of the Ozarks on achieving 
this well-deserved commendation, and sin-
cerely thank them for their dedication to Amer-
ica’s future generations. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 166 through roll call no. 172, I would have 
voted as follows: Roll Call no. 166, I would 
have voted YEA, Roll Call no. 167, I would 
have voted YEA, Roll Call no. 168, I would 
have voted YEA, Roll Call no. 169, I would 
have voted YEA, Roll Call no. 170, I would 
have voted NAY, Roll Call no. 171, I would 
have voted YEA, and Roll Call no. 172, I 
would have voted YEA. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MY PHAM 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ms. My Pham on her recent recogni-
tion as Giant Food’s 2015 Community Leader 
of the Year Award. This award is given annu-
ally to a Giant Food employee who is recog-
nized as a leader who has demonstrated a de-
sire to give back to their local community and 
enrich the lives of those around them. Ms. 
Pham was selected for her leadership on com-
munity engagement initiatives from a consider-
ation pool that consisted of 82 Giant district 
stores. What a remarkable accomplishment. 

Ms. Pham won this award due to her ongo-
ing, proactive work in Leesburg and the great-
er Loudoun area where she strives to be a 
role model to the community and help those 
less fortunate. Currently, Ms. Pham is working 
with the local Rotary Club in Ashburn to fill 
more than 600 backpacks with much needed 
school supplies for children in the community. 
Ms. Pham’s efforts are joined by Ms. Sharon 
Wright, owner of Loudoun Clear Marketing 
and Leesburg Girl Scout Troop 913 Leader, 
along with Girl Scout troops throughout 
Loudoun County. 

Together, they are decorating the donation 
bins and handing out fliers during this ‘‘school 
supply blitz’’ to ensure each backpack is full of 
necessary school supplies. Additionally, the 
Ashburn Rotary Club is crafting store-specific 
posters and coordinating pickup and delivery 
of the school supplies. 

Ms. Pham has collaborated with eight coun-
terparts from other local Giant stores to host 
this ‘‘school supply blitz,’’ which is scheduled 
to launch on July 21st of this year and I look 
forward to monitoring both Ms. Pham and 
Giant Food’s efforts to serve the needy across 
Loudoun County. Ms. Pham’s ‘‘school supply 
blitz’’ is much needed and most appreciated 
by our community and will do so much for chil-
dren and families in our area. I am honored to 
recognize Ms. Pham and the work she has 

done to bring local businesses, children, and 
other organizations together to achieve a com-
mon goal of helping less fortunate members of 
our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
DEDICATED SERVICE OF THE 
HONORABLE DENNIS ‘‘NICK’’ 
NICHOLSON 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and dedicated service of 
the Honorable Dennis ‘‘Nick’’ Nicholson. 
Northwest Florida suffered a tremendous loss 
with Commissioner Nicholson’s passing on 
April 29, 2016; however, the legacy of this 
truly remarkable man will be remembered for 
many years to come. 

Commissioner Nicholson was a Georgia na-
tive born in Hiawassee on June 23, 1936 to 
Everett and Grace Nicholson. Raised in Ohio, 
he graduated from Canton Timken High 
School in 1954 and enlisted in the United 
States Air Force. Commissioner Nicholson 
served his country with honor and distinction 
for 26 years, retiring at the rank of Senior 
Master Sergeant. 

Although his military service culminated at 
Hurlburt Field in 1981, Commissioner Nichol-
son’s passion for public service continued. 
Following two terms on the Fort Walton Beach 
City Council, he was elected to serve on the 
Okaloosa Board of County Commissioners 
from 1995 to 2002. Additionally, Commissioner 
Nicholson served on several local boards, in-
cluding the Okaloosa County Tourist Develop-
ment Council and the Air Force Enlisted Vil-
lage—home to surviving spouses of retired en-
listed U.S. Airmen. He was also a dedicated 
member of the Fort Walton Beach Elks Club 
and a board member for the First United 
Methodist Church of Fort Walton Beach. 

Most will remember Commissioner Nichol-
son as a man of integrity and a consummate 
public servant who was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Emerald Coast Conference Center, 
constructing the handicapped access at Marler 
Park, and helping Okaloosa Island recover 
from the devastation caused by Hurricane 
Opal in 1995. Those who are blessed to have 
known him best will also remember this life-
long Ohio State and Cleveland Browns football 
fan as a compassionate and devoted family 
man. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House of 
Representatives, I am privileged to recognize 
the Honorable Dennis ‘‘Nick’’ Nicholson and 
pay tribute to his honorable lifetime of service 
to the Northwest Florida community and our 
great Nation. Vicki and I extend our heartfelt 
prayers and deepest condolences to Josie, his 
best friend and wife of nearly 60 years; their 
four children. Deborah Demyan (Andrew) of 
Shalimar, Florida; Scott Nicholson (Michele) of 
Shalimar, Florida; Sandra Thompson, of Pen-
sacola, Florida and Suzy Nicholson Hunt 
(Rich) of Destin, Florida; grandchildren: Shelby 
Demyan, Cody Nicholson, Hannah Miller (Mar-
shall) of Annapolis, Maryland and Shane Nich-
olson; and the entire Nicholson family. 
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HONORING TAIWANESE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE WEEK 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Taiwanese American Heritage 
Week. During this week, celebrations of Tai-
wanese culture, the history of Taiwan, and the 
contributions of Taiwanese Americans will take 
place across our country, including in my dis-
trict, in Central New York. 

This year marks the 37th anniversary of the 
enactment into law of the Taiwan Relations 
Act which functions as the cornerstone of 
U.S.-Taiwanese relations. Today, this law con-
tinues to provide a strong foundation for the 
bond between the people of both countries. 

Taiwanese Americans have made invalu-
able contributions to the diversity and pros-
perity of American society. Taiwanese Ameri-
cans have succeeded as successful and nota-
ble artists, Nobel Laureate scientists, re-
searchers, human rights activists, business 
leaders and so much more. 

Taiwanese American Heritage Week pro-
vides us with an opportunity to learn more 
about the outstanding contributions men and 
women from Taiwan have made to our nation, 
and to the world. During this special week, we 
are able to embrace America’s diversity and 
celebrate the spirit of community that binds us 
together as one nation. 

f 

HONORING ANTHONY RUSSO III 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory and life of Anthony 
‘‘Tony’’ Russo III, of the Third Congressional 
District, and to express my sincerest condo-
lences to his family and loved ones he has left 
behind, as well as to recognize his career and 
community engagement. 

Tony was one of Burlington County’s most 
well-known and respected farmers and was a 
former member of the Burlington County 
Board of Agriculture and was described as 
both ‘‘a pillar of the Tabernacle community’’ 
and ‘‘a giant in New Jersey agriculture.’’ His 
farm celebrated its 75th anniversary last year 
and is one of the most well-known farm stands 
in South Jersey, in very large part due to Tony 
who took over operations of the farm after the 
death of his father in 1991. 

Tony and his wife Maryann were married for 
50 years and enjoyed working together on the 
farm, along with his son and daughter-in-law. 
A tragic accident claiming his life has left a 
devastating void in the lives of his family, 
friends, and loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
honored to have had Anthony ‘‘Tony’’ Russo 
III as a selfless and dedicated member of their 
community, whose generosity and vivacious 
spirit will never be forgotten. It is with a heavy 
heart that I commemorate his career and life, 
and recognize the lasting legacy that he has 
left behind, before the United States House of 
Representatives. 

IN HONOR OF MARY CATHERINE 
(KITTY) VAN BORTEL 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a constituent of mine who 
was recently awarded one of the highest hon-
ors in her industry. 

Mary Catherine (Kitty) Van Bortel, president 
of Van Bortel Subaru in Victor, New York, 
which is located in my Congressional district, 
was named the 2016 TIME Dealer of the 
Year. Ms. Van Bortel received this highest 
honor out of a select group of dealers from 
across the country recognized at the 99th an-
nual National Automobile Dealers Association 
(NADA) Convention & Exposition in Las Vegas 
on April 1st. 

The TIME Dealer of the Year award is one 
of the automobile industry’s most prestigious 
and highly coveted honors. Recipients are 
among the nation’s most successful auto deal-
ers who also demonstrate a long-standing 
commitment to community service. In fact, Ms. 
Van Bortel was one of only 50 auto dealers 
from 16,000 nationwide—nominated for the 
47th annual award. 

The award is sponsored by TIME in asso-
ciation with Ally Financial, and in cooperation 
with NADA. A panel of faculty members from 
the Tauber Institute for Global Operations at 
the University of Michigan selects one finalist 
from each of the four NADA regions and one 
national Dealer of the Year. 

A 1972 graduate of Palmyra-Macedon Cen-
tral High School in Palmyra, New York, Ms. 
Van Bortel earned a B.A. in psychology from 
Wells College in Aurora, New York, in 1976. 
Although her father was a car dealer who 
owned 17 franchises at one time, she began 
her career at a dealership independent of her 
family. 

Having first worked at Ridley Ford in Web-
ster, New York where she became the top 
salesperson, Ms. Van Bortel was later a sales 
manager at Holtz Mercedes-Benz and BMW in 
Rochester, New York, before opening a used- 
car lot—her first step toward owning a dealer-
ship. 

She later convinced Subaru to give her a 
chance and opened Van Bortel Subaru in 
1991 vowing to make it the largest-volume 
Subaru dealership in the nation. Within seven 
years, that goal was achieved. Her business 
has since expanded to include Van Bortel 
Chevrolet in Macedon, New York, and Van 
Bortel Ford in East Rochester, New York, both 
of which she owns with her brother. 

The reputation which she has built over the 
last 30 years has been the most rewarding 
part of her automotive career. And that reputa-
tion includes an unwavering commitment to 
giving back to her community. A nine-year 
breast cancer survivor, Ms. Van Bortel is dedi-
cated to spreading the word that early detec-
tion is the cure. She has raffled off pink Ford 
Mustangs, given countless speeches to those 
who would listen and become a major contrib-
utor to the Breast Cancer Coalition of Roch-
ester. Other organizations Ms. Van Bortel sup-
ports include: National Susan B. Anthony Mu-
seum & House in Rochester; The National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children; 
American Diabetes Association Tour de Cure 

(fundraising cycling event); Warrior Salute (as-
sists veterans as they transition back to civil-
ian life); Vistor/Farmington Food Cupboard 
(Thanksgiving baskets); IAC Kids: It’s About 
Caring for Kids (help families in the Greater 
Rochester region going through financial hard-
ships due to their child’s severe illness); 
House of Mercy in Rochester (homeless shel-
ter and advocacy group); Open Door Mission 
in Rochester (homeless shelter); Catholic 
Charities USA and many other local organiza-
tions. 

In addition, Ms. Van Bortel has received nu-
merous awards for her community service and 
business leadership, including the 2009 Her-
bert W. Vanden Brul Entrepreneurial Award 
from the Saunders School of Business at 
Rochester Institute of Technology; 2011 Athe-
na Award from the Women’s Council of the 
Rochester Business Alliance and 2009 Roch-
ester Women’s Network ‘‘W’’ Award. 

In 2005, she was named one of the ‘‘100 
Leading Women in the North American Auto 
Industry’’ by Automotive News. 

Ms. Van Bortel was nominated for the TIME 
Dealer of the Year award by Robert 
Vancavage, president of the New York State 
Automobile Dealers Association. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all of the mem-
bers of the New York Congressional delega-
tion, please allow me to once again congratu-
late Ms. Mary Catherine (Kitty) Van Bortel on 
this prestigious award and thank her and her 
family for their involvement in the Rochester 
area. 

I wish her, her family, and her employees at 
the dealerships a prosperous and bright fu-
ture. 

f 

HONOR OF POLICE WEEK—MAY 15– 
21, 2016 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the men and women who support and 
defend our communities by putting their lives 
on the line each and every day. 

Police Week is a time set aside to honor not 
only our fallen heroes, but all men and women 
in law enforcement work tirelessly to protect 
our neighborhoods. While it is often in emer-
gencies that we remark at their courage and 
perseverance, we know that they remain vigi-
lant every day. I send my deepest condo-
lences to the friends and family members of 
these brave women and men who so proudly 
wore the police uniform. 

One hundred twenty-eight officers lost their 
life last year, including one from Minnesota. 
Investigator Steven Martin Sandberg was shot 
and killed on Sunday, October 18, 2015. His 
selfless dedication to protect and serve the 
community of Aitkin County will be forever re-
membered. 

This week, we honor Officer Steven 
Sandberg and the other law enforcement offi-
cers who lost their lives last year. With pro-
found gratitude we thank them for all they do 
to keep our cities safe. Congress must con-
tinue to ensure that our law enforcement pro-
fessionals have the resources they need to 
protect our communities. 
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